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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of Species I corresponding to claims 1-5, 8, 
and 9 in the reply filed on June 29, 2005 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 , 4, and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Sekiguchi et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,695,346). 

Regarding claim 1, Sekiguchi A display apparatus (see Figs. 155-159), 
comprising: a display unit (see 3220 of Figs. 155-158 and 3250 of Figs. 158 and 159) 
having a view angle-limiting filter (for example, see 3204, 3206, 3222-323 of Figs. 155- 
157 and col. 40, lines 48-54) on a surface thereof; a rotary mechanism (for example, 
see 3218 and 3220 of Figs. 155-157) which rotates the display unit; and a control unit 
(see 200 of Fig. 1 and col. 12, lines 52-55) for implementing control so that when the 
display unit, rotated by the rotary mechanism, is faced to each of plural directions (see 
directions "display unit" 3220 or 3250 face in Figs. 155-159), the display unit displays a 
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different text or image content associated with the direction (for example, see 322-3224 
in Figs. 155-157 and col. 40, lines 51-65). 

Regarding claim 4, Sekiguchi discloses wherein the display unit comprises a 
display (see 322-3224 in Figs. 155-157). 

Regarding claim 8, Sekiguchi disclose wherein the control unit includes a 
memory unit to store the text or image information to be displayed by the display unit 
(also 200 of Fig. 1 and col. 12, lines 52-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Anderson et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,208,318) in view of Sekiguchi et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 5,695,346). 

Regarding claim 1 , Anderson discloses a display apparatus (for example, see 3 
of FIG. 1 and see FIGS. 10A and 10B), comprising: a display unit (see HEAD-UP 
DISPLAYS FIGS. 10A and 10B); a rotary mechanism (see 16 of FIG. 1) which rotates 
the display unit; and a control unit (see 1 of FIG. 1 ) for implementing control so that 



Application/Control Number: 10/785,051 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2851 

when the display unit, rotated by the rotary mechanism, is faced to each of plural 
directions, the display unit displays a different text or image content associated with the 
direction (see function of HEAD-UP DISPLAYS FIGS. 10A and 10B). 

Regarding claim 2, Anderson discloses wherein the control unit includes an angle 
detection unit (see positional sensing electronics in col. 6, lines 28-31 ) for detecting the 
plural directions the display unit is faced to. 

Regarding claim 3, Anderson discloses a display apparatus (for example, see 3 
of FIG. 1 and see FIGS. 10A and 10B), comprising: a display unit (see HEAD-UP 
DISPLAY in FIGS. 10A and 10B); a rotary mechanism (see 16 of FIG. 1) which rotates 
the display unit; a detection unit (see positional sensing electronics in col. 6, lines 28- 
31) for detecting a direction extending through a viewer; and a control unit (see 1 of 
FIG. 1) for implementing control so that when the display unit, rotated by the rotary 
mechanism, is faced to the detected direction extending through a viewer, the display 
unit displays a text or image content associated with the detected direction (see function 
of HEAD-UP DISPLAY in FIGS. 10A and 10B). 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Anderson discloses wherein the display unit 
comprises a display (see HEAD-UP DISPLAY m FIGS. 10A and 10B). 

Regarding claims 8 and 9, Anderson discloses wherein the control unit includes a 
memory unit to store the text or image information to be displayed by the display unit 
(see 1 of FIG. 1). 
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Regarding claims 1 and 3, Anderson does not appear to disclose a display unit 
having a "view angle-limiting filter on a surface thereof. 

Sekiguchi teaches providing a display unit having a view angle-limiting filter on a 
surface thereof (see 3204, 3206, 3222-323 of Figs. 155-157 and col. 40, lines 48-54). 

It would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the display unit of the Anderson reference with a view 
angle-limiting filter, as taught by Sekiguchi for the purpose of viewing only one image of 
images on the display unit from one angle of observation and different images from 
other angles of observation (see col. 2, lines 47-58). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rochelle Blackman whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-21 13. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). / 
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